SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE
(AS AMENDED)
TOWN OF WASHINGTON, MAINE

ADOPTED
1 APRIL 1989

AMENDED
28 DECEMBER 1990
31 MARCH 2001






Town of Washington Subdivision Ordinance - 4/1/89 - Amended 3/31/01

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Article I PUKPOSES .t eeeeeeceeseceeseseeasoscasoscnssscesssccssncnsesns

Article II Authority and Administration

2.1 BAULhOTitY teeeeeeeeeeeeesseesseoseosssessscssssssssssassssssscs

2.2 AdministratiOn c.ceeeeeeeseescecscecsecsssessssssssssasssnsscss
Article III Definitions .........cciitteeceeeceecseessscssnssanssanss

Article IV Administrative Procedure
4.1 PUTPOSE e eeeeeceececececececcscsccscscscscscscscssescscscscscscscccccccccss
D X = o L =
Article V Preapplication

5.1 ProCedUYE .. .eeeeeeeeeeeeeceoecceccccccccccccsccccscscccccccccscss

5.2 SUDMISSION teteeeeeeeseesseessecossesssessscssssssssssassssssscs

5.3 Contour Interval and On-site Inspection .....ceceeeececcccenns

5.4 Rights not vested ....ciiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeececaccnsacsnnnnas

Article VI Minor Subdivisions

6.1 General ......iiiiiiiiiiiiticttttteeteessessassaaaans

6.2 ProCedUrE ...ceeeeeeeeeecssscssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssass

6.3 SUDMISSIONS ittt eeeeeeeeeseecseesssessosossssssssssssanssanss

Article VII Preliminary Plan for Major Subdivision
7ol ProCedUIE ... eeeeeeeececsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss
7.2 SUDMISSIONS it eeeeeecseeseeeseossssesssosssssasssssssssssscs
Article VIII Final Plan for Major Subdivisions

8.1l ProCedUrE ...eeeeeeeeceesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss

8.2 SUDMISSIONS ittt eeeeeceeeseecseosssesssosssssaasssssssssssns

8.3 Final Approval and FiliNg ...eeeeeceeeeceesececsacacsoasansnss

Article IX Revisions to Approved Plans

9.1 DProCedUrE ...eeeeeeeccccsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss

9.2 SUDMISSIONS ittt eeeeeceeeseeeseosssesssosssssaasssnssssssss

9.3 SCOPE Of REVIEW it eeeeceeeeceesecaesesensoascnsossccsossnssss

Article X Enforcement

10.1 Inspection of Required IMProvements ....c.eeecececccccccccsacs

10.2 Violations and Enforcement ......ceeeeeeccccscccsccssansscnss
Article XI General Standards

11.1 Conformance with Comprehensive Plan ....c.cceceeeececcccccnns
11.2 Retention of Open Spaces and Natural or Historic Features ...
11.3 BlOCKS tittttnteeeeeeeeeaaeeeaaassassssassssssssssssssssssasass
11.4 LoOtS teteeeeeeeeeeeaeeeeaasaaassssaassssssssssssssssssssssasass
11.5 UtilitiesS ceeeeeeeseeeseesssessosossosssosssseasssssssssanssssss
11.6 Required IMPrOVEMENLS vt eeeceeeececcecacseasacsosanssssnsaes
11.7 Land FeatuUresS t.eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaaeaasssecasssssasssssssssssass
11.8 Dedication and Maintenance of Common Open Space and Services
11.9 Construction in Flood Hazard AY€aS ..ceeeecescccsccsscassccss



Town of Washington Subdivision Ordinance - 4/1/89 - Amended 3/31/01

Article XI General Standards (continued)

11.10 Impact on Ground Water «..eeeeeeescecsssssssssssssssssssssssss 27
11.11 Access Control and Traffic ImpactsS ..cieeerececeesscccocnnsnsns 28
Article XII Street and Storm Drainage Design and Construction Standards
12.1 General REqQUIYEMENES +vtieerecseoossssscessssssssssscsnsssssas 34
12.2 Road Design StandardS.....ceeeeeecesesccsecssscsssosassssnssscss 34
12.3 Road Construction StandardS....ceeeeeceseecescescccscccsscssscss 37
12.4 Storm Water Management Design StandardS......cceeeeeeeccccccss 39
12.5 Storm Drainage Construction StandardS....cceeeeeesecccccccccss 40
12.6 Additional Improvements and RequirementS.....cceeeeccccesccsses 41
12.7 Certification of Construction .....eceeeeceeeececcscccsacsnanss 41
Article XIII Performance Guarantees
13.1 Types Of GUAranteesS teeeeeeeeeesssccssssssssssssssssssssssssss 42
13.2 Contents of Guarantees ......cciiiiitiieeeeeceeeeccsaaccccssnns 42
13.3 ESCIrOW ACCOUNL 4t ettt eeeeeeeeesasscsssssssssssssssssssssssssss 42
13.4 Performance BONA .....cceeeeeesaeecccsaccecsssaoccsssacccsssascs 42
13.5 Letter of Credit ..ceeeeeeeeeeeeeesecoseecsscsssosassssnssnnss 42
13.6 Conditional Agreement .....eeeeecessccccecsssscsosssssssnsssscsas 42
13.7 Phasing Of Development .....ceeeeeeessccccessssccossssssnsssssas 43
13.8 Release of Guarantee ......cieieeeeeeeeeeeeseaceccsacocccssasns 43
R T T = = L B 43
13.10 Improvements Guaranteed ....eeeeeeeeesssssssssssssssssssssssss 43
Article XIV WaAlVerS ....cceeececeseccsscsssosssossssssassssssnsssnss 44
Article XV APPEAlS ...vteeeeeesocccoosscsscnsssssanasssssseanssssscss 45
Appendix A Maine's Subdivision Law ............ See 30A MRSA §4401-4407

Note: previously, we included the text of Maine's Subdivision Law but
now it has become too lengthy to do so. You can get the text of this
law, and all Maine Laws, on the web at
http://janus.state.me.us/legis/statutes/homepage.htm




Town of Washington Subdivision Ordinance - 4/1/89 - Amended 3/31/01
ARTICLE I - PURPOSES

The purposes of this ordinance are to assure the comfort, convenience, safety,
health and welfare of the people of the Town of Washington, to protect the
environment and to promote the development of an economically sound and stable
community. To this end, in approving subdivisions within the Town of Washington,
Maine, the Planning Board shall consider the following criteria and before
granting approval shall make findings of fact that the provisions of this
ordinance have been met and that the proposed subdivision will meet the
guidelines of Title 30A, M.R.S.A. §4404. The subdivision:

1.1. Will not result in undue water or air pollution. In making this
determination, the Board shall at least consider the elevation of the land
above sea level and its relation to the flood plains; the nature of soils
and subsoils and their ability to adequately support waste disposal; the
slope of the land and its effect on effluents;

1.2. Has sufficient water available for the reasonably foreseeable needs of the
subdivision;

1.3. Will not cause an unreasonable burden on an existing water supply;

1.4. Will not cause unreasonable soil erosion or reduction in the capacity of
the land to hold water so that a dangerous or unhealthy condition may
result;

1.5. Will not cause unreasonable highway or public road congestion or unsafe
conditions with respect to use of the highways or public roads existing or
proposed;

1.6. Will provide for adequate solid and sewage waste disposal;

1.7. Will not cause an unreasonable burden on the ability of the Town of

Washington to dispose of solid waste and sewage;

1.8. Will not have an undue adverse effect on the scenic or natural beauty of
the area, aesthetics, historic sites or rare and irreplaceable natural
areas or any public rights for physical or visual access to the shoreline;
and

1.9. Is in conformance with a duly adopted subdivision regulation or ordinance,
comprehensive plan, development plan or land use plan, districting
ordinance, or shoreland zoning ordinance.

1.10. The subdivider has adequate financial and technical capacity to meet the
above stated standards.

1.11. Whenever situated in whole or in part, within 250 feet of any pond, lake,
river or tidal waters, will not adversely affect the quality of the body
of water or unreasonably affect the shoreline of that body of water.

1.12. Will not, alone or in conjunction with existing activities, adversely
affect the quality or quantity of ground or surface water.

1.13. All principal structures within the subdivision shall be constructed with
their lowest floor, including the basement, at least one foot above the
100-year flood elevation.
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ARTICLE II - AUTHORITY AND ADMINISTRATION

Authority.

This ordinance has been prepared in accordance with the provisions of
Title 30A M.R.S.A., §4403.

This ordinance shall be known and may be cited as “Subdivision Ordinance
of the Town of Washington, Maine.”

Administration.

The Planning Board of the Town of Washington, hereinafter called the
Board, shall administer this ordinance.

The provisions of this ordinance shall pertain to all land proposed for
subdivision, as defined in Title 30A M.R.S.A., §4401, Subsection 4, within
the boundaries of the Town of Washington.
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ARTICLE III - DEFINITIONS

In general, words and terms used in this ordinance shall have their customary
dictionary meanings. More specifically, certain words and terms used herein are
defined as follows:

Cluster Subdivision: A subdivision in which the lot sizes are reduced below
those normally required in the zoning district in which the development is
located in return for the provision of permanent open space owned in common
by lot/unit owners, the Town, or a land conservation organization.

Complete Application: An application shall be considered complete upon
submission of the required fee and all information required by these
regulations for a Final Plan, or by a vote by the Board to waive the
submission of required information. The Board shall issue a receipt to the
applicant upon its determination that an application is complete.

Comprehensive Plan or Policy Statement: Any part or element of the
overall plan or policy for development of the municipality as defined in
Title 30A M.R.S.A., Section 4326.

Contiguous Lots: Lots which adjoin at any line or point, or are separated at
any point by a body of water less than fifteen feet wide.

Developed Area: Any area on which a site improvement or change is made,
including buildings, landscaping, parking areas, and roads.

Driveway: A vehicular access-way serving two dwelling units or less.

Dwelling Unit: A room or suite of rooms used as a habitation which is
separate from other such rooms or suites of rooms, and which contains
independent living, cooking, sleeping, bathing and sanitary facilities;
includes single family houses, and the units in a duplex, apartment house,
multifamily dwellings, and residential condominiums.

Final Plan: The final drawings on which the applicant’s plan of subdivision is
presented to the Board for approval and which, if approved, may be recorded
at the Registry of Deeds.

High Intensity Soil Survey: A map prepared by a Certified Soil Scientist,
identifying the soil types down to 1/8 acre or less at a scale equivalent to
the subdivision plan submitted. The soils shall be identified in accordance
with the National Cooperative Soil Survey. The map shall show the location
of all test pits used to identify the soils, and shall be accompanied by a
log of each sample point identifying the textural classification and the
depth to seasonal high water table or bedrock at that point. Single soil
test pits and their evaluation for suitability for subsurface wastewater
disposal systems shall not be considered to constitute high intensity soil
surveys.

100 Year Flood: The highest level of flood that, on the average, is likely to
occur once every 100 years (that has a one percent chance of occurring in
any year).

Normal High Water Mark of Inland Waters: That line on the shores of banks
on nontidal waters which is apparent because of the different character of
the contiguous soil or the vegetation due to the prolonged action of the
water. Relative to vegetation, it is that line where the vegetation changes
from predominantly aquatic to predominantly terrestrial (by way of
illustration, aquatic vegetation includes but is not limited to the
following plants and plant groups: Water lily, pond lily, pickerelweed,
cattail, wild rice, sedges, rushes, and marsh grasses; and terrestrial
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vegetation includes but is not limited to the following plants and plant
groups: upland grasses, aster, lady slipper, wintergreen, partridge berry,
sassparilla, pines, cedars, oaks, ashes, alders, elms, and maples). In
places where the shore or bank is of such character that the high water mark
cannot be easily determined, (rockslides, ledges, rapidly eroding or
slumping banks) the normal high water mark shall be estimated from places
where it can be determined by the above method.

Industrial Park or Development: A subdivision in an area zoned exclusively
for industrial uses, or a subdivision planned for industrial uses and
developed and managed as a unit, usually with provision for common services
for the users.

Official Submittal Date: The date upon which the Board issues a receipt
indicating a complete application has been submitted.

Person: Includes a firm, association, organization, partnership, trust,
company, or corporation, as well as an individual.

Planned Unit Development: A development controlled by a single developer
for a mix of residential, commercial, and industrial uses. A PUD is
undertaken in a manner that treats the developed area in its entirety to
promote the best use of land, including the creation of open space, a
reduction in the length of road and utility systems, and the retention of
the natural characteristics of the land.

Planning Board: The Municipal Reviewing Authority of the Town of Washington,
Maine as defined by 30A M.R.S.A. Section 4301, Subsection 12.

Preliminary Subdivision Plan: The preliminary drawings indicating the
proposed layout of the subdivision to be submitted to the Board for its
consideration.

Recording Plan: A copy of the Final Plan which is recorded at the Registry of
Deeds and which need not show information not relevant to the transfer of an
interest in the property, such as sewer and water line locations and sizes,
culverts, and building lines.

Resubdivision: The division of an existing subdivision or any change in the
plan for an approved subdivision which effects the lot lines, including
land transactions by the subdivider not indicated on the approved plan.

Road: Public and private ways such as alleys, avenues, boulevards, highways,
roads, and other rights-of-way, as well as areas on subdivision plans
designated as rights-of-way.

Road Classification:

Arterial road: A major thoroughfare which serves as a major traffic way for
travel between and through the municipality. The following roadways
shall be considered arterial roads: Routes 17, 105, 126, 206, 220.

Collector road: A road servicing at least fifteen lots or dwelling units,
or roads which serve as feeders to arterial roads, and collectors of
traffic from minor roads.

Industrial or Commercial road: Roads servicing industrial or commercial
uses.

Minor road: A road servicing less than fifteen lots or dwelling units.

Private Right of Way: A vehicular accessway serving no more than eight
dwelling units, which is not intended to be dedicated as a public way.

4
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Solar Collector: A device, or combination of devices, structure, or part of a
device or structure that transforms direct solar energy into thermal,
chemical, or electrical energy and that contributes to a building’s energy

supply.

Solar Energy System: A complete design or assembly consisting of a solar
energy collector, an energy storage facility (when used), and components for
the distribution of transformed energy.

Subdivision: The division of a tract or parcel of land into three or more
lots or dwelling units within any five-year period, which period begins
after September 22, 1971, whether accomplished by sale, lease, development,
buildings, or otherwise, provided that a division accomplished by devise,
condemnation, order of court, gift to a person related to the donor by blood
marriage or adoption, unless the intent of such gift is to avoid the
objectives of these regulations, or by transfer of any interest in land to
the owner of land abutting thereon, shall not be considered to create a lot
or lots for the purposes of these regulations.

In determining whether a tract or parcel of land is divided into three or
more lots, the first dividing of such tract or parcel, unless otherwise
exempted herein, shall be considered to create the first two lots and the
next dividing of either of said first two lots, by whomever accomplished,
unless otherwise exempted herein, shall be considered to create the third
lot, unless both such dividings are accomplished by a subdivider who shall
have retained one of such lots for his own use as a single family residence
for a period of a least five years prior to such second dividing.
Notwithstanding the provisions of the State Subdivision Law 30A M.R.S.A., §
4401(4)(c) as amended, lots of forty or more acres shall be counted as lots.

For the purposes of these regulations, a tract or parcel of land is defined
as all contiguous land in the same ownership, provided that lands located on
opposite sides of a public or private road shall be considered each a
separate tract or parcel of land unless such road was established by the
owner of land on both sides thereof.

Subdivision, Major: Any subdivision containing more than four lots or
dwelling units, or any subdivision containing a proposed road.

Subdivision, Minor: Any subdivision containing not more than four lots or
dwelling units, and in which no road is proposed to be constructed.

Tract, or Parcel, of Land: All contiguous land in the same ownership,
whether or not the tract is separated at any point by: an intermittent or
non-navigable stream, or a private road established by the abutting land
owners.
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ARTICLE IV - ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE

Purpose. The purpose of this Article is to establish an orderly,
equitable and expeditious procedure for reviewing subdivisions.

Agenda. In order to avoid unnecessary delays in processing applications
for subdivision review, the Board shall prepare an agenda for each
regularly scheduled meeting. Applicants shall request to be placed on the
Board’s agenda at least three weeks in advance of a regularly scheduled
meeting by contacting the Chairman. Applicants who attend a meeting but
who are not on the Board’s agenda may be heard but only after all agenda
items have been completed, and then only if a majority of the Board so
votes.
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ARTICLE V - PREAPPLICATION

Procedure.
Applicant presentation and submission of sketch plans.

Question and answer period. Board makes specific suggestions to be
incorporated by the applicant into subsequent submissions.

Scheduling of on-site inspection.

Submission. The Preapplication Sketch Plan shall show, in simple sketch
form, the proposed layout of roads, lots, buildings and other features in
relation to existing conditions. The Sketch Plan, which may be a free-
hand pencilled sketch, should be supplemented with general information to
describe or outline the existing conditions of the site and the proposed
development. It is recommended that the sketch plan be superimposed on or
accompanied by a copy of the Assessor’s Map(s) on which the land is
located. The Sketch Plan shall be accompanied by a copy of a portion of
the U.S.G.S. topographic map of the area showing the outline of the
proposed subdivision, unless the proposed subdivision is less than ten
acres in size.

Contour Interval and On-Site Inspection. Within thirty days, the
Board shall determine and inform the applicant in writing of the required
contour interval on the Preliminary Plan, or Final Plan in the case of a
Minor Subdivision. The Board or its designated agent shall, at its
earliest convenience and normally within 30 days, make an on-site
inspection. If any conditions such as snow exist to prevent an adequate
inspection in the opinion of the Board, the applicant shall be notified in
writing, and any time limits for review shall be extended accordingly
until an on-site inspection can be made. The applicant shall place
“flagging” at the centerline of any proposed roads, and at the approximate
intersections of the road centerlines and lot corners, prior to the on-
site inspection.

Rights not Vested. The submittal or review of the preapplication
sketch plan shall not be considered the initiation of the review process
for the purposes of bringing the plan under the protection of Title 1,
M.R.S.A., §302.
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ARTICLE VI - MINOR SUBDIVISIONS

General. The Board may require, where it deems it necessary for the
protection of public health, safety, and welfare, that a Minor Subdivision
comply with all or any of the submission requirements for a Major
Subdivision.

Procedure.

Within six months after the preapplication submission or the on-site
inspection by the Board, the subdivider shall submit an application for
approval of a Final Plan at least seven days prior to a scheduled meeting
of the Board. Failure to do so shall require resubmission of the Sketch
Plan to the Board. The Final Plan shall approximate the layout shown on
the Sketch Plan, plus any recommendations made by the Board.

All applications for Final Plan approval for Minor Subdivision shall be
accompanied by an application fee of $80.00 payable by check to the Town
of Washington Planning Board Account. If a public hearing is deemed
necessary by the Board, an additional fee shall be required to cover the
additional costs of advertising and postal notification.

The subdivider, or his duly authorized representative, shall attend the
meeting of the Board and be prepared to discuss the Preliminary Plan.

The Planning Board shall notify all owners of abutting property that an
application for subdivision approval has been submitted to the Board, and
the Board shall publish notification, in the Rockland Courier Gazette,
that an application has been submitted, noting the size in total acres of
the proposed subdivision and the location of the proposed subdivision.

Upon determination that a complete application has been submitted for
review, the Board shall issue a dated receipt to the subdivider. The
Board shall determine whether to hold a public hearing on the Final Plan
application.

If the Board decides to hold a public hearing, it shall hold the hearing
within thirty days of receipt of a complete application, and shall publish
notice of the date, time, and place of the hearing in the Rockland Courier
Gazette at least two times, the date of the first publication to be at
least seven days prior to the hearing.

Within thirty days of a public hearing, or within sixty days of receipt of
a complete application, if no hearing is held, or within another time
limit as may be otherwise mutually agreed to by the Board and the
subdivider, the Board shall make findings of fact on the application, and
approve, approve with conditions, or deny the Final Plan. The Board shall
specify in writing its findings of facts and reasons for any conditions or
denial.

Submissions.

The subdivision plan for a Minor Subdivision shall consist of two
reproducible, stable based transparent originals, one to be recorded at
the Registry of Deeds, the other to be filed at the Municipal Office and
three copies of one or more maps or drawings drawn to a scale of not more
than one hundred feet to the inch. Plans for subdivisions containing more
than one hundred acres may be drawn at a scale of not more than two
hundred feet to the inch provided all necessary detail can easily be read.
Plans shall be no larger than 24 by 36 inches in size, and shall have a
margin of two inches outside of the border lines on the left side for
binding and a one inch margin outside the border along the remaining
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sides. Space shall be provided for endorsement by the Board. Copies of
all information accompanying the plan shall be submitted in sufficient
numbers for use by the Registry of Deeds, Municipal Office for public
viewing, Planning Board members, and review agencies and consultants as
required by the Board.

The application for approval of a Minor Subdivision shall include the
following information:

1.

10.

Proposed name of the subdivision, or identifying title, and the name
of the municipality in which it is located, plus the Assessor’s Map
and Lot numbers.

Verification of right, title, or interest in the property.

A field survey of the boundary lines of the tract, giving complete
descriptive data by bearings and distances, made and certified by a
licensed land surveyor. The corners of the tract shall be located on
the ground and marked by monuments. The plan shall indicate the type
of monument set or found at each lot corner.

A copy of the deed from which the survey was based. A copy of all
deed restrictions, easements, rights-of-way, or other encumbrances
currently affecting the property.

A copy of any deed restrictions intended to cover all or part of the
lots in the subdivision.

Indication of the type of sewage disposal to be used in the
subdivision:

When sewage disposal is to be accomplished by subsurface wastewater
disposal systems, test pit analyses, prepared by a currently Licensed
Site Evaluator, Soils Scientist, Geologist or other duly qualified
professional, registered or certified in the State of Maine shall be
provided. A map showing the location of all test pits dug on the site
shall be submitted.

Indication of the type of water supply system(s) to be used in the
subdivision:

When water is to be supplied by private wells, evidence of adequate
ground water supply and quality shall be submitted by a well driller
or a hydrogeologist familiar with the area.

The date the Plan was prepared, north point, graphic map scale, names
and addresses of the record owner, subdivider, and individual or
company who prepared the plan, and the names of adjoining property
owners. If the subdivider is not the owner of the property, evidence
of the subdivider’s right, title or interest to the property.

A copy of the portion of the county Soil Survey covering the
subdivision. When the medium intensity soil survey shows soils which
are generally unsuitable for the uses proposed, the Board may require
the submittal of a high intensity soil survey or a report by a
Registered Soil Scientist or Registered Professional Engineer
experienced in geotechnics, indicating the suitability of soil
conditions for those uses.

The number of acres within the proposed subdivision, location of
property lines, existing buildings, watercourses, vegetative cover
type, and other essential existing physical features. The location of



11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

l6.
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any trees larger than 24 inches in diameter at breast height that are
to be removed shall be shown on the plan. On wooded sites, the plan
shall indicate the area where clearing for lawns and structures shall
be permitted.

Contour lines at the interval specified by the Planning Board, showing
elevations in relation to Mean Sea Level.

If any portion of the subdivision is in a flood-prone area, the
boundaries of any flood hazard areas and the 100-year flood elevation
shall be delineated on the plan.

A hydrogeologic assessment prepared by a Certified Geologist or
Registered Professional Engineer, experienced in hydrogeology, when:

a. Any part of the subdivision is located over a sand and gravel
aquifer, as shown on a map entitled “Hydrogeologic Data for
Significant Sand and Gravel Aquifers,” by the Maine Geological
Survey, 1985, Map No. 18; or a primary recharge area to an aquifer,
or

b. The subdivision has an average density of less than 100,000 square
feet per dwelling unit.

An estimate of the amount and type of vehicular traffic to be
generated on a daily basis and at peak hours. A traffic impact
analysis shall be required for subdivisions proposed to be accessed by
roads that do not meet minimum standards as outlined in Article 12 of
this document.

For subdivisions involving 40 or more parking spaces or projected to
generate more than 400 vehicle trips per day, a traffic impact
analysis, prepared by a Registered Professional Engineer with
experience in traffic engineering, shall be submitted. The analysis
shall indicate the expected average daily vehicular trips, peak-hour
volumes, access conditions at the site, distribution of traffic, types
of vehicles expected, effect upon the level of service of the road
giving access to the site and neighboring roads which may be affected,
and recommended improvements to maintain the desired level of service
on the affected roads. Trip generation rates used shall be the mean
value reported in Table 3 of Development and Application of Trip
Generation Rates, Kellerco, Inc., published by the Federal Highway
Administration, January 1985.

For projects within lake watershed districts a phosphorus control
analysis and plan shall be submitted for review and approval.

10



Town of Washington Subdivision Ordinance - 4/1/89 - Amended 3/31/01
ARTICLE VII - PRELIMINARY PLAN FOR MAJOR SUBDIVISION

Procedure.

Within six months after the preapplication submission or on-site
inspection by the Board, the subdivider shall submit an application for
approval of a Preliminary Plan at least seven days prior to a scheduled
meeting of the Board. Failure to do so shall require resubmission of the
Sketch Plan to the Board. The Preliminary Plan shall approximate the
layout shown on the Sketch Plan, plus any recommendations made by the
Board.

All applications for Preliminary Plan approval for a Major Subdivision
shall be accompanied by an application fee of $25 per lot or dwelling
unit, payable by check to the Town of Washington Planning Board Account.
In addition, at its discretion the Board may consult with agencies or
persons of recognized special authority in the fields of traffic
engineering, environmental protection, land use, fish and wildlife
management, geology, air or water quality, solid or liquid waste disposal,
or other fields as appropriate. Consultation from sources without fee
shall be used first, if available. If not, the fees shall be the
responsibility of the applicant who shall be notified in advance of the
estimated fees. The amount of said fees shall be paid by the applicant.
If a public hearing is deemed necessary by the Board, an additional fee
shall be required to cover all costs of advertising and postal
notification and dissemination of information.

The subdivider, or his duly authorized representative, shall attend the
meeting of the Board and be prepared to discuss the Preliminary Plan.

The Planning Board shall notify all owners of abutting property that an
application for subdivision approval has been submitted to the Board, and
the Board shall publish notification, in the Rockland Courier Gazette,
that an application has been submitted, noting the size in total acres of
the proposed subdivision and the location of the proposed subdivision.

Within thirty days of receipt of a Preliminary Plan application form and
fee, the Board shall notify the applicant in writing whether or not the
application is complete, and what, if any, additional submissions are
required for a complete application.

Upon determination that a complete application has been submitted for
review, the Board shall issue a dated receipt to the subdivider. The
Board shall determine whether to hold a public hearing on the Preliminary
Plan application. If the Board decides to hold a public hearing, it shall
hold the hearing within thirty days of receipt of a complete application,
and shall publish notice of the date, time, and place of the hearing in a
newspaper of general circulation in the municipality at least two times,
the date of the first publication to be at least seven days prior to the
hearing.

When a subdivision is located within 500 feet of a municipal boundary, and
a public hearing is to be held, the Board shall notify the Clerk and the
Chairman of the Planning Board of the adjacent municipality involved, at
least ten days prior to the hearing.

The Board shall, within thirty days of a public hearing, or within sixty
days of receipt of a complete application, if no hearing is held, or
within another time limit as may be otherwise mutually agreed to by the
Board and the subdivider, make findings of fact on the application, and
approve, approve with conditions, or deny the Preliminary Plan. The Board
shall specify in writing its findings of facts and reasons for any

11
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conditions or denial.

When granting approval to a Preliminary Plan, the Board shall state the
conditions of such approval, if any, with respect to:

1. The specific changes which it will require in the Final Plan;

2. The character and extent of the required improvements for which
waivers may have been requested and which in the Board’s opinion may
be waived without jeopardy to the public health, safety, and general
welfare; and

3. The amount and type of all performance guarantees which it will
require as prerequisite to the approval of the Final Plan;

Approval of a Preliminary Plan shall not constitute approval of the Final
Plan or intent to approve the Final Plan, but rather it shall be deemed an
expression of approval of the design of the Preliminary Plan as a guide to
the preparation of the Final Plan. The Final Plan shall be submitted for
approval of the Board upon fulfillment of the requirements of these
regulations and the conditions of preliminary approval, if any. Prior to
the approval of the Final Plan, the Board may require additional changes
as a result of the further study of the subdivision or as a result of new
information received.

Submissions.

Location Map. The Preliminary Plan shall be accompanied by a Location Map
adequate to show the relationship of the proposed subdivision to the
adjacent properties, and to allow the Board to locate the subdivision
within the municipality. The Location Map shall show:

1. Existing subdivisions in the proximity of the proposed subdivision.
2. Locations and names of existing and proposed roads.
3. Boundaries and designations of districts.

4. An outline of the proposed subdivision and any remaining portion of
the owner'’s property if the Preliminary Plan submitted covers only a
portion of the owner’s entire contiguous holding.

Preliminary Plan. The Preliminary Plan shall be submitted in three copies
of one or more maps or drawings which may be printed or reproduced on
paper, with all dimensions shown in feet or decimals of a foot. The
Preliminary Plan shall be drawn to a scale of not more than one hundred
feet to the inch. The Board may allow plans for subdivisions containing
more than one hundred acres to be drawn at a scale of not more than two
hundred feet to the inch provided all necessary detail can easily be read.
In addition, one copy of the Plan(s) reduced to a size of 8 1/2 by 11
inches, and all accompanying information shall be mailed to each Board
member no less than seven days prior to the meeting. The following
information shall either be shown on the Preliminary Plan or accompany the
application for preliminary approval:

1. Proposed name of the subdivision and the name of the municipality in
which it is located, plus the Tax Assessor’s Map and Lot numbers.

2. Verification of right, title, or interest in the property.
3. An actual field survey of the boundary lines of the tract, giving

complete descriptive data by bearings and distances, made and
certified by a licensed land surveyor. The corners of the tract shall
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be located on the ground and marked by monuments.

A copy of the deed from which the survey was based. A copy of all
covenants or deed restrictions, easements, rights-of-way, or other
encumbrances currently affecting the property.

A copy of any covenants or deed restrictions intended to cover all or
part of the lots in the subdivision.

Contour lines at the interval specified by the Planning Board, showing
elevations in relation to Mean Sea Level.

The number of acres within the proposed subdivision, location of
property lines, existing buildings, watercourses, vegetative cover
type, and other essential existing physical features. The location of
any trees larger than 24 inches in diameter at breast height shall be
shown on the plan.

Indication of the type of sewage disposal to be used in the
subdivision:

When sewage disposal is to be accomplished by subsurface sewage
disposal systems, test pit analyses, prepared by a Licensed Site
Evaluator shall be provided. A map showing the location of all test
pits dug on the site shall be submitted.

Indication of the type of water supply system(s) to be used in the
subdivision:

When water is to be supplied by private wells, evidence of adequate
ground water supply and quality shall be submitted by a well driller
or a hydrogeologist familiar with the area.

The date the Plan was prepared, magnetic north point, graphic map
scale, names and addresses of the record owner, subdivider, and
individual or company who prepared the plan. If the subdivider is not
the owner of the property, evidence of the subdivider’s right, title
or interest to the property.

The names and addresses of owners of record of adjacent property,
including any property directly across an existing public road from
the subdivision.

The location of any districting boundaries within 1000 feet of any
part of the proposed subdivision.

The location and size of existing and proposed sewers, water mains,
culverts, and drainage ways on or adjacent to the property to be
subdivided.

The location, names, and present widths of existing and proposed
roads, highways, easements, building lines, parks and other open
spaces on or adjacent to the subdivision.

The width and location of any roads or public improvements shown upon
the Official Map and the Comprehensive Plan, if any, within the
subdivision.

The proposed lot lines with approximate dimensions and lot areas.

All parcels of land proposed to be dedicated to public use and the
conditions of such dedication.
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The location of any open space to be preserved and a description of
proposed improvements and its management.

A copy of that portion of the county Soil Survey covering the
subdivision. When the medium intensity soil survey shows soils which
are generally unsuitable for the uses proposed, the Board may require
the submittal of a high intensity soil survey or a report by a
Registered Soil Scientist or Registered Professional Engineer
experienced in geotechnics, indicating the suitability of soil
conditions for those uses.

If any portion of the subdivision is in a flood-prone area, the
boundaries of any flood hazard areas and the 100-year flood elevation
shall be delineated on the plan.

A hydrogeologic assessment, prepared in accordance with Section
11.12.A of this Ordinance by a Certified Geologist or Registered
Professional Engineer, experienced in hydrogeology, when

a. Any part of the subdivision is located over a sand and gravel
aquifer, as shown on a map entitled “Hydrogeologic Data for
Significant Sand and Gravel Aquifers,” by the Maine Geological
Survey, Map No. 18; or a primary recharge area to an aquifer, or

b. The subdivision has an average density of less than 100,000 square
feet per dwelling unit.

An estimate of the amount and type of vehicular traffic to be
generated on a daily basis and at peak hours. A traffic impact
analysis shall be required for subdivisions proposed to be accessed by
roads that do not meet minimum standards as outlined in Article 12 of
this document.

For subdivisions involving 40 or more parking spaces or projected to
generate more than 400 vehicle trips per day, a traffic impact
analysis, prepared by a Registered Professional Engineer with
experience in traffic engineering, shall be submitted. The analysis
shall indicate the expected average daily vehicular trips, peak-hour
volumes, access conditions at the site, distribution of traffic, types
of vehicles expected, effect upon the level of service of the road
giving access to the site and neighboring roads which may be affected,
and recommended improvements to maintain the desired level of service
on the affected roads. Trip generation rates used shall be the mean
value reported in Table 3 of Development and Application of Trip
Generation Rates, Kellerco, Inc., published by the Federal Highway
Administration, January 1985.

For projects within lake watershed districts a phosphorus control
analysis and plan shall be submitted for review and approval.
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ARTICLE VIII - FINAL PLAN FOR MAJOR SUBDIVISION

Procedure.

The subdivider shall, within six months after the approval of the
Preliminary Plan, file with the Board an application for approval of the
Final Plan at least seven days prior to a scheduled meeting of the Board.
If the application for the Final Plan is not submitted within six months
after Preliminary Plan approval,the Board may refuse without prejudice to
act on the Final Plan, and require resubmission of the Preliminary Plan.
The Final Plan shall approximate the layout shown on the Preliminary Plan,
plus any recommendations made by the Board.

All applications for Final Plan approval for Major Subdivision shall be
accompanied by an application fee of $30 per lot or dwelling unit payable
by check to the Town of Washington Planning Board Account. If a public
hearing is deemed necessary by the Board, an additional fee shall be
required to cover the costs of advertising, postal notification and
dissemination of information.

Prior to submittal of the Final Plan application, the following approvals
shall be obtained in writing, where appropriate:

1. Maine Department of Environmental Protection, under the Site Location
of Development Act, Great Ponds Act, Fresh Water Wetlands Act,
Alteration of Streams and Rivers Act, or if a Wastewater Discharge
License is needed.

2. Maine Department of Human Services, if the subdivider proposes to
provide a central water supply system.

3. Maine Department of Human Services, if a centralized or shared
subsurface sewage disposal system(s) is to be utilized.

The subdivider, or his duly authorized representative, shall attend the
meeting of the Board to discuss the Final Plan.

Upon determination that a complete application has been submitted for
review, the Board shall issue a dated receipt to the subdivider. The
Board shall determine whether to hold a public hearing on the Final Plan
application.

A public hearing may be held by the Board within thirty days after the
issuance of a receipt for the submittal of a complete application . This
hearing shall be advertised the Rockland Courier Gazette at least two
times, the date of the first publication to be at least seven days before
the hearing and the notice of the hearing shall be posted in at least
three prominent places at least seven days prior to the hearing.

The Board shall notify the Selectmen, Code Enforcement Officer, Road
Commissioner, School Superintendent, Law Enforcement Agencies, and Fire
Chief of the proposed subdivision, the number of dwelling units proposed,
the length of roadways, and the size and construction characteristics of
any multi-family, commercial or industrial buildings. The Board shall
request that these officials submit written statements, signed and dated,
attesting to the adequacy of their department’s existing capital
facilities to service the proposed subdivision. Comment on the adequacy
before and after the proposed development of the Town of Washington’s a.
Solid waste disposal facility, b. roads, c. schools, d. fire protection,
and e. police protection shall be included

Before the Board grants approval of the Final Plan, the subdivider shall
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meet the performance guarantee requirements contained in Article XIIT.

If the subdivision is located in more than one municipality, the Board
shall have a joint meeting with the Planning Board of the adjacent
municipality to discuss the Plan.

The Board, within thirty days from the public hearing or within sixty days
of receiving a complete application, if no hearing is held, shall make
findings of fact, and conclusions relative to the standards contained in
Title 30, M.R.S.A. §4956, subsection 3 and in these regulations. If the
Board finds that all standards of the Statute and these regulations have
been met, they shall approve the Final Plan. If the Board finds that any
of the standards of the Statute or these regulations have not been met,
the Board shall either deny the application or approve the application
with conditions to ensure all of the standards will be met by the
subdivision. The reasons for any conditions shall be stated in the
records of the Board.

Submissions.

The Final Plan shall consist of one or more maps or drawings drawn to a
scale of not more than one hundred feet to the inch. Plans for
subdivisions containing more than one hundred acres may be drawn at a
scale of not more than two hundred feet to the inch provided all necessary
detail can be read. Plans shall be no larger than 24 by 36 inches in
size, and shall have a margin of two inches outside of the border line on
the left side for binding and a one inch margin outside the border along
the remaining sides. Space shall be reserved on the plan for endorsement
by the Board. Two reproducible, stable based transparent originals, one
to be recorded at the Registry of Deeds, the other to be filed at the
Municipal Offices, and three copies of the plan shall be submitted. The
subdivider may, instead submit one reproducible stable based transparent
original of the Final Plan and one Recording Plan with three copies of the
Final Plan. In addition, one copy of the Final Plan, reduced to a size of
8 1/2 by 11 inches or 11 by 17 inches, and all accompanying information
shall be mailed to each Board member no less than seven days prior to the
meeting.

The application for approval of the Final Plan shall include the following
information.

Proposed name of the subdivision and the name of the municipality in which
it is located, plus the Assessor’s Map and Lot numbers.

An actual field survey of the boundary lines of the tract, giving complete
descriptive data by bearings and distances, made and certified by a
licensed land surveyor. The corners of the tract shall be located on the
ground and marked by monuments. The plan shall indicate the type of
monument set or found at each lot corner.

The number of acres within the proposed subdivision, location of property
lines, existing buildings, watercourses, and other essential existing
physical features.

Indication of the type of sewage disposal to be used in the subdivision.

Indication of the type of water supply system(s) to be used in the
subdivision.

1. When water is to be supplied by private and/or communal wells,

evidence of adequate ground water supply and quality shall be
submitted by a well driller or a hydrogeologist familiar with the
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area.

2. A written statement shall be submitted from the Fire Chief approving
all hydrant locations or other fire protection measures deemed
necessary.

The date the Plan was prepared, magnetic and true north point, graphic map
scale, names and addresses of the record owner, subdivider, and individual
or company who prepared the plan.

The location of any districting boundaries within 1000 feet of any part of
the subdivision, and the location of the proposed subdivision within thw
Town of Washington boundaries.

The location and size of existing and proposed sewers, water mains,
culverts, and drainage ways on or adjacent to the property to be
subdivided.

The location, names, and present widths of existing and proposed roads,
highways, easements, building lines, parks and other open spaces on or
adjacent to the subdivision. The plan shall contain sufficient data to
allow the location, bearing and length of every road line, lot line, and
boundary line to be readily determined and be reproduced upon the ground.
These lines shall be tied to reference points previously established. The
length of all straight lines, the deflection angles radii, length of
curves and central angles of curves, tangent distances and tangent
bearings for each road shall be included.

A so0il erosion and sedimentation control plan, prepared in accordance with
the standards contained in the latest revised edition of the Environmental
Quality Handbook published by the U.S. Soil Conservation Service.

A plan for the disposal of surface drainage waters prepared by a
Registered Professional Engineer, in accordance the latest revised edition
of Technical Release 55, Urban Hydrology for Small Watersheds, published
by the U.S. Soil Conservation Service.

The width and location of any roads or public improvements shown upon the
Official Map and the Comprehensive Plan, if any, within the subdivision.

All parcels of land proposed to be dedicated to public use and the
conditions of such dedication. Written offers of cession to the
municipality of all public open spaces shown on the Plan, and copies of
agreements or other documents showing the manner in which open spaces to
be retained by the developer or lot owners are to be maintained shall be
submitted. If open space or other land is to be offered to the
municipality, written evidence that the Municipal Officers are satisfied
with the legal sufficiency of the written offer of cession shall be
included.

A list of construction items with cost estimates that will be completed by
the developer prior to the sale of lots. A separate list of construction
and maintenance items, with both capital and annual operating cost
estimates, that must be financed by the municipality, or quasi-municipal
districts. These lists shall include but not be limited to:

Schools, including busing

Road maintenance and snow removal
Police and fire protection

Solid waste disposal

Recreation facilities

Storm water drainage

17



Town of Washington Subdivision Ordinance - 4/1/89 - Amended 3/31/01

Wastewater treatment
Water supply

The developer shall provide an estimate of the net increase in taxable
assessed valuation at the completion of the construction of the
subdivision.

If any portion of the subdivision is in a flood-prone area, the boundaries
of any flood hazard areas and the 100-year flood elevation shall be
delineated on the plan.

Final Approval and Filing.

No plan shall be approved by the Board as long as the subdivider is in
violation of the provisions on a previously approved Plan.

Upon findings of fact and determination that all standards in Title 30A,
M.R.S.A. §4404, and these regulations have been met, and upon voting to
approve the subdivision, the Board shall sign the Final Plan. The Board
shall specify in writing its findings of facts and reasons for any
conditions or denial. One copy of the signed plan shall be retained by
the Board as part of its permanent records. One copy of the signed plan
shall be forwarded to the Tax Assessor. One copy of the signed plan shall
be forwarded to the Code Enforcement Officer. Any subdivision not
recorded in the Registry of Deeds within ninety days of the date upon
which the plan is approved and signed by the Board shall become null and
void.

At the time the Board grants Final Plan approval, it may permit the Plan
to be divided into two or more sections subject to any conditions the
Board deems necessary in order to insure the orderly development of the
Plan. If any municipal or quasi-municipal department head notified of the
proposed subdivision informs the Board that their department or district
does not have adequate capital facilities to service the subdivision, the
Board shall require the Plan to be divided into two or more sections
subject to any conditions the Board deems necessary in order to allow the
orderly planning, financing and provision of public services to the
subdivision. If the superintendent of schools indicates that there is
less than 20% excess classroom capacity existing in the school(s) which
will serve the subdivision, considering previously approved but not built
subdivisions, the Board shall require the Plan to be divided into sections
to prevent classroom overcrowding.

No changes, erasures, modifications, or revisions shall be made in any
Final Plan after approval has been given by the Board and endorsed in
writing on the Plan, unless the revised Final Plan is first submitted and
the Board approves any modifications, except in accordance with Article
IX. The Board shall make findings that the revised plan meets the
standards of Title 30A, M.R.S.A. §4404, and these regulations. In the
event that a Plan is recorded without complying with this requirement, it
shall be considered null and void, and the Board shall institute
proceedings to have the Plan stricken from the records of the Registry of
Deeds.

The approval by the Board of a subdivision plan shall not be deemed to
constitute or be evidence of any acceptance by the municipality of any
road, easement, or other open space shown on such plan. When a park,
playground, or other recreation area shall have been shown on the plan to
be dedicated to the municipality, approval of the Plan shall not
constitute an acceptance by the municipality of such areas. The Board
shall require the Plan to contain appropriate notes to this effect. The
Board may also require the filing of a written agreement between the
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applicant and the Municipal Officers covering future deed and title,
dedication, and provision for the cost of grading, development, equipment,
and maintenance of any such dedicated area.

Construction or alteration activities for which approval has been granted
under this Ordinance shall commence within six (6) months of the date of
issuance and shall be substantially completed within twenty-four (24)
months of the date of issuance.

Activities which are not commenced or substantially completed within the
time limits provided above shall be subject to new application and the
approval issued under this Ordinance shall be considered void. The Board
shall have a notice placed in the Registry of Deeds to that effect.

Activities may be extended for up to one (1) year by the Board if

application is submitted not later than thirty (30) days prior to
expiration.
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ARTICLE IX - REVISIONS TO APPROVED PLANS

Procedure

An applicant for a revision to a previously approved plan shall, at least
seven days prior to a scheduled meeting of the Board, request to be placed
on the Board’s agenda. If the revision involves the creation of
additional lots or dwelling units, the procedures for preliminary plan
approval shall be followed. If the revision involves only modifications
of the approved plan, without the creation of additional lots or dwelling
units, the procedures for final plan approval shall be followed.

Submissions

The applicant shall submit a copy of the approved plan, as well as three
copies of the proposed revisions. The application shall also include
enough supporting information to allow the Board to make a determination
that the proposed revisions meet the standards of these regulations.

Scope of Review

The Board'’'s scope of review shall be limited to those portions of the plan
which are proposed to be changed.
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ARTICLE X - ENFORCEMENT

Inspection of Required Improvements.

At least five days prior to commencing each major phase of construction of
required improvements, the subdivider or builder shall:

1. Notify the Code Enforcement Officer in writing of the time when he
proposes to commence construction of such improvements, so that the
Municipal Officers can cause inspection to be made to assure that all
municipal specifications and requirements shall be met during the
construction of required improvements, and to assure the satisfactory
completion of improvements and utilities required by the Board.

2. To pay for the costs of inspection, pay to the Town of Washington
Planning Board Account a fee in the amount of 2% of the estimated
costs of the required improvements. Said fee minimum to be $400.

If the inspecting official finds upon inspection of the improvements that
any of the required improvements have not been constructed in accordance
with the plans and specifications filed by the subdivider, he shall so
report in writing to the Municipal Officers, Planning Board, and the
subdivider or builder. The Municipal Officers shall take any steps
necessary to preserve the municipality’s rights.

If at any time before or during the construction of the required
improvements, it appears to be necessary or desirable to modify the
required improvements, the inspecting official is authorized to approve
minor modifications due to unforeseen circumstances such as encountering
hidden outcrops of bedrock, natural springs, etc. The inspecting official
shall issue any approval under this section in writing and shall transmit
a copy of the approval to the Board. Revised plans shall be filed with
the Town. For major modifications, such as relocation of rights-of-way,
property boundaries, changes of grade by more than 1%, etc., the
subdivider shall obtain permission to modify the plans from the Board.

At the close of each summer construction season the Town shall, at the
expense of the subdivider, have the site inspected by a qualified
individual. By December 1 of each year during which construction was done
on the site, the inspector shall submit a report to the Board based on
that inspection, addressing whether storm water and erosion control
measures (both temporary and permanent) are in place, are properly
installed, and appear adequate to do the job they were designed for. The
report shall also include a discussion and recommendations on any problems
which were encountered.

Prior to the sale of any lot, the subdivider shall provide the Board with
a letter from a Registered Land Surveyor, stating that all monumentation
shown on the plan has been installed.

Upon completion of road construction a written certification signed by a
professional engineer registered in the State of Maine shall be submitted
to the Municipal Officers at the expense of the applicant, certifying that
the road meets or exceeds the design and construction requirements of
these regulations. If there are any underground utilities, the servicing
utility shall certify in writing that they have been installed in a manner
acceptable to the utility.

The subdivider, builder or lot owners shall be required to maintain all
improvements and provide for snow removal on roads and sidewalks.
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Violations and Enforcement.

No plan of a division of land within the municipality which would
constitute a subdivision shall be recorded in the Registry of Deeds until
a Final Plan has been approved by the Board in accordance with these
regulations.

No person, firm, corporation or other legal entity may convey, offer or
agree to convey any land in a subdivision which has not been approved by
the Board and recorded in the Registry of Deeds.

No person, firm, corporation or other legal entity may convey, offer or
agree to convey any land in an approved subdivision which is not shown on
the Final Plan as a separate lot.

Any person, firm, corporation or other legal entity who conveys, offers or
agrees to convey any land in a subdivision which has not been approved as
required by this ordinance shall be punished by a fine of not less than
$100, and not more than $2500 for each such conveyance, offering or
agreement. The Town of Washington may institute proceedings to enjoin the
violation of this section, and may collect attorneys’ fees and court costs
if it is the prevailing party.

No utility company of any kind shall serve any lot in a subdivision for
which a Final Plan has not been approved by the Board.

Development of a subdivision without Board approval shall be a violation
of law. Development includes grading or construction of roads, grading of
land or lots, or construction of buildings which require a Final Plan
approved as provided in these regulations and recorded in the Registry of
Deeds.

No lot in a subdivision may be sold, leased, or otherwise conveyed before
the road upon which the lot fronts is completed in accordance with these
regulations up to and including the entire frontage of the lot. No unit
in a multi-family development shall be occupied before the road upon which
the unit is accessed is completed in accordance with these regulations.
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ARTICLE XI - GENERAL STANDARDS

In reviewing applications for a subdivision, the Board shall consider the
following general standards and make findings that each has been met prior to the
approval of a Final Plan. In all instances the burden of proof shall be upon the
applicant.

11.1.

11.2.

Conformance with Comprehensive Plan. All proposed subdivisions
shall be in conformity with the Comprehensive Plan or policy statement of
the municipality and with the provisions of all pertinent state and local
codes and ordinances.

Retention of Open Spaces and Natural or Historic Features.

The plan shall, by notes on the final plan and deed restrictions, limit
the clearing of trees to those areas designated on the plan.

The Board shall require the reservation of between five and ten percent of
the area of the subdivision as open space in order to provide for the
recreational needs of the occupants of the subdivision or to maintain the
scenic or natural beauty of the area. In determining the need for open
space the Board shall consider the proximity of the subdivision to
neighboring dedicated open space or recreation facilities; the needs
identified in the municipal comprehensive plan or recreation plan for open
space or recreation facilities in the neighborhood surrounding the
subdivision; the type of development and the demographic characteristics
of potential residents in the subdivision; and the density or lot sizes of
the development. The developer may instead make a payment in-lieu-of
dedication into a municipal open space or recreation land acquisition
fund.

Land reserved for open space purposes shall be of a character,
configuration and location suitable for the particular use intended. A
site intended to be used for active recreation purposes, such as a
playground or a play field, should be relatively level and dry, have a
total frontage on one or more roads of at least 200 feet, and have no
major dimensions of less than 200 feet. Sites selected primarily for
scenic or passive recreation purposes shall have such access as the Board
may deem suitable and no less than twenty-five feet of road frontage. The
configuration of such sites shall be deemed adequate by the Board with
regard to scenic attributes to be preserved, together with sufficient
areas for trails, lookouts, etc. where necessary and appropriate.

Reserved land acceptable to the Board and subdivider may be dedicated to
the municipality as a condition of approval.

Where land is not suitable or is insufficient in amount, or where the
applicant prefers, a payment-in-lieu of dedication shall be calculated at
the market value of the developed land at the time of the subdivision, as
determined by the municipal tax assessor, and paid into a municipal land
acquisition or improvement fund.

The Board may require that the development plans include a landscape plan
that will show the preservation of any existing trees larger than 36"
inches diameter breast height, the replacement of trees and vegetation,
graded contours, streams and the preservation of scenic historic or
environmentally significant areas. Cutting of trees on the northerly
borders of lots should be avoided as far as possible, to retain a natural
wind buffer.

If the proposed subdivision contains any historical or archaeological
sites, or any areas identified in the Comprehensive Plan or by the Maine
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Critical Areas Program as rare and irreplaceable natural areas, these
areas shall be included in the open space, and suitably protected by
appropriate covenants and management plans.

Any public rights of access to the shoreline of a water body shall be
maintained by means of easements or rights-of-way, or should be included
in the open space, with provisions made for continued public access.

Blocks. Where road lengths exceed 1,000 feet between intersections with
other roads, the Board may require an utility/pedestrian easement, at
least 20 feet in width, to provide for underground utility crossings
and/or a pedestrian pathway of at least five feet in width constructed in
accordance with design standards in Section 12.2.L. Maintenance
obligations of the easement shall be included in the written description
of the easement.

Lots.

All lots shall meet the minimum requirements of the Land Use Ordinance for
the district in which they are located. The lot configuration should be
designed to maximize the use of solar energy on building sites with
suitable orientation.

Lot configuration and area shall be designed to provide for adequate off-
road parking and service facilities based upon the type of development
contemplated. Wherever possible, parking areas shall be laid out to
coincide with building locations to maximize solar energy gain.

Lots with multiple frontages shall be avoided wherever possible. When
lots do have frontage on two or more roads, the plan, and deed
restrictions shall indicate vehicular access shall be located only on the
less traveled way.

Wherever possible, side lot lines shall be perpendicular to the road.

The subdivision of tracts into parcels with more than twice the required
minimum lot size shall be laid out in such a manner as either to provide
for or preclude future resubdivision. Where public utilities could be
extended to the subdivision in the foreseeable future, the subdivision
shall be designed to accommodate the extensions of utilities.

If a lot on one side of a stream, tidal water, road or other similar
barrier fails to meet the minimum requirements for lot size, it may not be
combined with a lot on the other side of the stream, tidal water, or road
to meet the minimum lot size.

Flag lots and other odd shaped lots in which narrow strips are joined to
other parcels in order to meet minimum lot size requirements are
prohibited.

Lots shall be numbered in such a manner as to facilitate mail delivery.
Even numbers shall be assigned to lots on one side of the road, and odd
numbers on the opposite side. Where the proposed subdivision contains the
extension of an existing road or road approved by the Board, but not yet
constructed, the lot numbers shall correspond with the existing lot
numbers. The lot numbering shall be reviewed by the Postmaster and his
comments considered by the Board.

Where a major subdivision abuts or contains an existing or proposed
arterial road, no residential lot may have vehicular access directly onto
the arterial road. This requirement shall be noted on the Plan and in the
deed of any lot with frontage on the arterial road.
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Utilities.

Utilities shall be installed underground except as otherwise approved by
the Board.

Underground utilities shall be installed prior to the installation of the
final gravel base of the road.

The size, type and location of road lights, electric and gas lines,
telephone, and other utilities shall be shown on the plan and approved by
the Board.

Required Improvements. The following improvements are required for
all subdivisions unless waived by the Board in accordance with provisions
of these regulations.

Monuments.

1. Stone monuments shall be set at all road intersections and points of
curvature, but no further than 750 feet apart along road lines without
curves or intersections.

2. Stone monuments shall be set at all corners and angle points of the
subdivision boundaries where the interior angle of the subdivision
boundaries is 135° or less.

3. Stone monuments shall be a minimum of four inches square at the top
and four feet in length, and set in the ground at final grade level.
After they are set, drill holes, 1/2 inch deep shall locate the point
or points described above.

4. All other subdivision boundary corners and angle points, as well as
all lot boundary corners and angle points shall be marked by suitable
monumentation.

B. Water Supply.

C.

1. The Board may allow the use of individual wells or a private community
water system.

a. Dug wells shall be permitted only if it is demonstrated to be not
economically feasible to develop other ground water sources, and
shall be constructed so as to prevent infiltration of surface water
into the well. Unless otherwise permitted by the Board, the
subdivider shall prohibit dug wells by deed restrictions and a note
on the plan.

b. If a central water supply system is provided by the subdivider, the
location and protection of the source, and the design, construction
and operation of the system and shall conform to the standards of
the Maine Rules Relating to Drinking Water (10-144 A C.M.R. 231).

c. The subdivider shall construct ponds and dry hydrants to provide
for adequate water storage for fire-fighting purposes. An easement
shall be granted to the municipality granting access to the dry
hydrants where necessary. The Board may waive the requirement for
fire ponds only upon submittal of evidence that the soil types in
the subdivision will not permit their construction.

Sewage Disposal.

1. Private Systems.

a. The developer shall submit evidence of soil suitability for
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subsurface sewage disposal prepared by a Maine Licensed Site
Evaluator in full compliance with the requirements of the State of
Maine Subsurface Wastewater Disposal Rules. In addition, on lots
in which the limiting factor has been identified as being within 24
inches of the surface, a second site with suitable soils shall be
shown as a reserve area for future replacement of the disposal
area. The reserve area shall be shown on the plan and restricted
so as not to be built upon.

b. In no instance shall a disposal area be permitted on soils or on a
lot which requires a New System Variance from the Subsurface
Wastewater Disposal Rules.

D. Surface Drainage.

The storm water management plan submitted in accordance with Section
12.4 shall be installed.

Land Features.

Topsoil shall be considered part of the subdivision and shall not be
removed from the site except for surplus topsoil from roads, parking
areas, and building excavations.

Except for normal thinning, landscaping, and cutting trees to provide
access to direct sunlight, existing vegetation shall be left intact to
prevent soil erosion and to minimize storm water runoff.

To prevent soil erosion in shoreline areas, tree cutting in the strip
extending one hundred feet inland from the normal high water mark of any
waterbody shall be limited in accordance with the Maine State Minimum
Shoreland Zoning Ordinance as amended.

Dedication and Maintenance of Common Open Space and Services.

1. All common land, facilities and property shall be owned jointly or in
common by the owners of the dwelling units by means of a home-owners
association, by an association which has as its principal purpose the
conservation or preservation of land in essentially its natural
condition, or by the Town of Washington, if so voted.

2. Further subdivision of the common land or its use for other than non-
commercial recreation or conservation purposes, except for easements
for underground utilities, shall be prohibited. Structures and
buildings accessory to non-commercial recreational or conservation
uses may be erected on the common land.

3. The common open space shall be shown on the Final Plan with
appropriate notation on the plan to indicate that:

a. It shall not be used for future building lots; and

b. A part or all of the common open space may be dedicated for
acceptance by the Town of Washington.

4. The by-laws of the proposed homeowners association shall specify
maintenance responsibilities and shall be submitted to the Board prior
to Final Plan approval.

5. Covenants for mandatory membership in the homeowners association
setting forth the owners’ rights, interests, and privileges in the
association and the common property, shall be reviewed by the Board
and included in the deed for each lot or dwelling.
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6. The homeowners association shall have the responsibility of
maintaining the common property or facilities.

7. The association shall levy annual charges against all owners of
dwelling units to defray the expenses connected with the maintenance
of common property and tax assessments.

8. The developer or subdivider shall maintain control of the common
property, and be responsible for its maintenance until development
sufficient to support the association has taken place.

9. Provision shall be made in these by-laws for enforcement of these by-
laws by the Town of Washington should the association fail to do so.

Construction in Flood Hazard Areas.

When any part of a subdivision is located in a special flood hazard area
as identified by the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the plan shall
indicate that all principal structures on lots in the subdivision shall be
constructed with their lowest floor, including the basement, at least one
foot above the 100-year flood elevation. Such a restriction shall be
included in the deed to any lot which is included or partially included in
the flood hazard area.

Impact on Ground Water

When a hydrogeologic assessment is submitted, the assessment shall contain
at least the following information:

1. A map showing the basic soils types.

2. The depth to the water table at representative points throughout the
subdivision.

3. Drainage conditions throughout the subdivision.

4. Data on the existing ground water quality, either from test wells in
the subdivision or from existing wells on neighboring properties.

5. An analysis and evaluation of the effect of the subdivision on ground
water resources. In the case of residential developments, the
evaluation shall, at a minimum, include a projection of post
development nitrate-nitrogen concentrations at any wells within the
subdivision, at the subdivision boundaries and at a distance of 1000
feet from potential contamination sources, whichever is a shorter
distance. For subdivisions within the watershed of a lake,
projections of the development’s impact on groundwater phosphate
concentrations shall also be provided.

6. A map showing the location of any subsurface wastewater disposal
systems and drinking water wells within the subdivision and within 200
feet of the subdivision boundaries.

Projections of ground water quality shall be based on the assumption of
drought conditions (assuming 60% of annual average precipitation).

No subdivision shall contaminate the ground water beyond the Maine
Drinking Water Standards as measured at the property boundaries.

If ground water contains contaminants in excess of the Maine Drinking
Water standards, and the subdivision is to be served by on-site ground
water supplies, the applicant shall demonstrate how water quality will be
improved or treated.
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E. Subsurface waste water disposal systems and drinking water wells shall be
constructed as shown on the map submitted with the assessment. If
construction standards for drinking water wells are recommended in the
assessment, those standards shall be included as a note on the Final Plan,
and as restrictions in the deeds to the affected lots.

11.11.

Access Control and Traffic Impacts

A. General. Provision shall be made for vehicular access to the subdivision
and circulation within the subdivision in such a manner as to safeguard
against hazards to traffic and pedestrians in existing roads and within
the subdivision, to avoid traffic congestion on any road and to provide
safe and convenient circulation on public roads and within the
subdivision. More specifically, access and circulation shall also conform
to the following standards and the design criteria below.

1.

The vehicular access to the subdivision shall be arranged to avoid
traffic use of existing local residential roads.

Where a lot has frontage on two or more roads, the access to the lot
shall be provided to the lot across the frontage and to the road where
there is lesser potential for traffic congestion and for hazards to
traffic and pedestrians.

The road giving access to the subdivision and neighboring roads which
can be expected to carry traffic to and from the subdivision shall
have traffic carrying capacity or be suitably improved by the
subdivider to accomodate the amount and types of traffic generated by
the proposed subdivision. No subdivision shall increase the
volume:capacity ratio of any road above 0.8 nor reduce the road'’s
Level of Service to “D” or below.

Where necessary to safeguard against hazards to traffic and
pedestrians and/or to avoid traffic congestion, provision shall be
made for turning lanes, traffic directional islands, frontage roads,
and traffic controls within public roads.

Accessways shall be of a design and have sufficient capacity to avoid
queueing of entering vehicles on any road.

Where topographic and other conditions allow, provision shall be made
for circulation access connections to adjoining lots of similar
existing or potential use:

a. When such access connection will facilitate fire protection
services as approved by the Fire Chief; or

b. When such access will enable the public to travel between two
existing or potential uses, generally open to the public, without
need to travel upon a road.

B. Subdivision Access Design for Subdivisions entering onto Arterial roads.

When the access to a subdivision is a road, the road design and
construction standards of this appendix shall be met. Where there is a
conflict between the standards in this section and the road design and
construction standards section, the stricter or more stringent shall

apply.

1.

General. Access design shall be based on the estimated volume using
the access classification defined below.

a. Low Volume Access: Less than 25 vehicle trips per day.
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b. Medium Volume Access: Any access that is not a low volume or high
volume access.

c. High Volume Access: Peak hour volume of 400 vehicles or greater.

Sight Distances. Accesses shall be designed in profile and grading
and located to provide the required sight distance measured in each
direction. Sight distances shall be measured from the driver’s seat
of a vehicle standing on that portion of the exit with the front of
the vehicle a minimum of 10 feet behind the curbline or edge of
shoulder, with the height of the eye 3-1/2 feet, to the top of an
object 4-1/2 feet above the pavement. The required sight distances
are listed below for various posted speed limits.

a. Two Lane Roads. A sight distance of ten feet for each mile per
hour of posted speed limit shall be maintained or provided.

b. Four Lane Roads. The sight distances provided below are based on
passenger cars exiting from accesses onto four lane roads and are
designed to enable exiting vehicles:

1. Upon turning left or right to accelerate to the operating speed
of the road without causing approaching vehicles to reduce speed
by more than 10 miles per hour, and

2. Upon turning left, to clear the near half of the road without
conflicting with the vehicles approaching from the left.

Operating Safe Sight Safe Sight
Speed Distance - Distance -
{(mph) Left (ft) Right (ft)

20 130 130
30 220 260
40 380 440
50 620 700

Vertical Alignment. Accesses shall be flat enough to prevent the
dragging of any vehicle undercarriage. Low volume accesses shall
slope upward or downward from the gutter line on a straight slope of 2
percent or less for at least 25 feet followed by a slope of no greater
than 10 percent for the next 50 feet. The maximum grade over the
entire length shall not exceed 15 percent. Medium and high volume
accesses should slope upward or downward from the gutter line on a
straight slope of 2 percent or less for at least 25 feet. Following
this landing area, the steepest grade on the access shall not exceed 8
percent.

Low Volume Accesses.
a. Skew Angle. Low volume accesses shall be two-way operation and
shall intersect the road at an angle as nearly 90 degrees as site

conditions permit, but in no case less than 60 degrees.

b. Curb Radius. The curb radius shall be between 5 feet and 15 feet,
with a preferred radius of 10 feet.

c. Access Width. The width of the access shall be between 12 feet and
16 feet, with a preferred width of 16 feet.

d. Curb-Cut Width. Curb-cut width shall be between 22 feet and 46
feet, with a preferred width of 36 feet.
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Medium Volume Accesses.

a. Skew Angle. Medium volume accesses shall be either one-way or two-
way operation and shall intersect the road at an angle as nearly 90
degrees as site conditions permit, but in no case less than 60
degrees.

b. Curb Radius. Curb radii will vary depending if the access is one-
way or two-way operation. On a two-way access the curb radii shall
be between 25 feet and 40 feet, with a preferred radius of 30 feet.
On one way accesses, the curb radii shall be 30 feet for right
turns into and out of the site, with a 5 foot radius on the
opposite curb.

c. Width. On a two-way access the width of the access shall be
between 24 feet and 26 feet, with a preferred width of 26 feet,
however where truck traffic is anticipated, the width may be no
more than 30 feet. On a one-way access the width shall be between
16 feet and 20, with a preferred width of 16 feet.

d. Curb-Cut Width. On a two-way access the curb-cut width shall be
between 74 feet and 110 feet, with a preferred width of 86 feet.
On a one-way access the curb-cut width shall be between 46 feet and
70 feet, with a preferred width of 51 feet.

High Volume Accesses.

a. Skew Angle. High volume accesses shall intersect the road at an
angle as nearly 90 degrees as site conditions permit, but in no
case less than 60 degrees.

b. Curb Radius. Without channelization islands for right-turn
movements into and out of the site, the curb radii shall be between
30 feet and 50 feet. With channelization islands, the curb radii
shall be between 75 feet and 100 feet.

c. Curb-Cut Width. Without channelization, curb-cut width shall be
between 106 feet and 162 feet with a preferred width of 154 feet.
With channelization, the curb-cut width shall be between 196 feet
and 262 feet, with a preferred width of 254 feet.

d. Entering and exiting accesses shall be separated by a raised median
which shall be between 6 feet and 10 feet in width. Medians
separating traffic flows shall be no less than 25 feet in length,
with a preferred length of 100 feet.

e. Width. Access widths shall be between 20 feet and 26 feet on each
side of the median, with a preferred width of 24 feet. Right turn
only lanes established by a channelization island shall be between
16 feet and 20, with a preferred width of 20 feet.

f. Appropriate traffic control sinage shall be erected at the
intersection of the access and the road and on medians and
channelization islands.

Special Case Accesses. Special case accesses are one-way Or two-way
drives serving medium or high volume uses with partial access (right
turn only) permitted. These accesses are appropriate on roadway
segments where there is a raised median and no median breaks are
provided opposite the proposed access. These accesses are usually
located along the approaches to major signalized intersections where a
raised median may be provided to protect left-turning vehicles and
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separate opposing traffic flows.
a. Perpendicular driveways.

1. Curb Radii. Curb radii shall be between 30 feet and 50 feet,
with a preferred radius of 50 feet.

2. Access width. The width of the access shall be between 26 feet
and 30 feet, with a preferred width of 30 feet. On two-way
accesses, a triangular channelization island shall be provided
at the intersection with the road. On each side of the island
the one-way drive shall be between 15 feet and 24 feet with a
preferred width of 20 feet.

3. Curb-Cut Width. The total curb-cut width shall be between 86
feet and 130 feet with a preferred width of 130 feet.

4. Channelization island. The channelization island on two-way
accesses shall be raised and curbed. Corner radii shall be 2
feet.

b. Skewed Accesses.

1. Skew Angle. The skew angle shall be between 45° and 60°, with a
preferred angle of 45°.

2. Curb Radii. Curb radii shall be between 30 feet and 50 feet on
the outside of the intersection, with a preferred radius of 30
feet. Curb radii shall be between 5 feet and 10 feet on the
acute side of the intersection with a preferred radius of 5
feet.

3. Access width. The width of the access shall be between 15 feet
and 24 feet, with a preferred width of 20 feet. Where entering
and exiting accesses meet, the width shall be between 24 feet
and 30 feet with a preferred width of 30 feet.

4. Curb-Cut Width. The total curb-cut width for each access shall
be between 35 feet and 75 feet with a preferred width of 42
feet.

c. Access Location and Spacing.

1. Minimum Corner Clearance. Corner clearance shall be measured from the
point of tangency (PT) for the corner to the point of tangency for the
access. In general the maximum corner clearance should be provided as
practical based on site constraints. Minimum corner clearances are
listed below based upon access or minor road volume and intersection

Fype: MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR CORNER CLEARANCE
Minimum Corner Clearance (feet)
Access Type Intersection Signalized Intersection unsignalized
Low Volume 150 50
Medium Volume 150 50
High Volume 500 250

Special Case
Right turn in only 50 50
Right turn out only 100 50
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Right turn in or out only 100 50

Where the minimum standard for a full access drive cannot be met, only
a special case access shall be permitted. If based on the above
criteria, full access to the site cannot be provided on either the
major or minor roads, the site shall be restricted to partial access.
Alternately, construction of a shared access drive with an adjacent
parcel is recommended.

Access Spacing. Accesses and road intersections shall be separated
from adjacent accesses, roads and property lines as indicated in the
table below, in order to allow major through routes to effectively
serve their primary function of conducting through traffic. This
distance shall be maesured from the access point of tangency to the
access point of tangency for spacing between accesses and from the
access point of tangency to a projection of the property line at the
edge of the roadway for access spacing to the property line.

MINIMUM ACCESS SPACING

Minimum
Spacing to
Property
Line (Dpl)1 Minimum Spacing to Adjacent Access by Access Typez(Dsp)3
Low Medium High w/o RT* High w/RT** Special Case
Access type (feet) (feet) (feet) (feet) (feet) (feet)
Low Volume 5 il
Medium 10 - 75
Volume
High Volume 75 - 75 150
(w/o RT)*
High Volume 75 - 75 250 500
(W/RT) **
Special Case 10 - 75 75 75 40%***

1 Dpl measured from point of tangency of access to projection of property line on roadway

edge.

2 For two

more accesses serving a single parcel, or from a proposed access from an existing

access.

Dsp measured from point of tangency of access to point of tangency of adjacent access.
* High volume access without right turn channelization.
** High volume access with right turn channelization.
*** Tow volume accesses are not permitted in combination with other access types on a single

lot.

**%* Right-turn-in-only upstream of right-turn-out-only. Right-turn-out followed by right-turn-
in not allowed.

D. Number of Accesses. The maximum number of accesses onto a single road is
controlled by the available site frontage and the table above. In
addition, the following criteria shall limit the number of accesses
independent of frontage length.

1.

No low volume traffic generator shall have more than one two-way
access onto a single roadway.

No medium or high volume traffic generator shall have more than two
two-way accesses or three accesses in total onto a single roadway.
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E. Construction Materials/Paving.

1.

All accesses entering a curbed road shall be curbed with materials
matching the road curbing. Sloped curbing is required around all
raised channelization islands or medians.

All accesses shall be paved with bituminous concrete pavement within
the road right-of-way. All commercial accesses regardless of access
volume shall be paved with bituminous concrete pavement within 30 feet
of the road right-of-way.
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